
 

The Thursday Crew continued to nurture the 
Parklands when restrictions permitted, and they have 
been instrumental in keeping the Parklands’ habitat 
healthy.You may have noticed that the great new 
DPA website, designed by Christom under the 
guidance of Lea Corbett and Peter Williams, 
previewed at the AGM, is up and running. We have 
already received invaluable feedback from members, 
and the website will continue to evolve to meet our 
needs.  

The DPA Committee has reviewed the draft Darebin 
Parklands Management Plan, and has provided 
comments to the DCMC. I’m really happy to say the 
Plan is a strong document. In addition to this, I 
attended a DCMC Planning workshop run by the 
DCMC Coordinator, Danny Reddan and Bush 
Heritage. This workshop kicked off planning for the 
Darebin Creek Corridor and was a great opportunity 
to engage with the Darebin Creek managers and 
stakeholders.  

The progress of new projects and partnerships has 
been slowed, but not stopped, by the lockdowns. The 
Hopping Habitats frog habitat project discussions 
have commenced with an initial focus on the Ivanhoe 
wetlands area, supporting management goals of the 
draft Darebin Parklands Management Plan and the 
draft Darebin Parklands Biodiversity Management 
Plan. We will continue working on this project and will 
keep you informed of its progress.  We look forward 
to further exploring future partnerships with our 
neighbours, particularly the Melbourne Farmers 

Market and the Alphington Community Centre. It has 

been a busy and rewarding three months.                 

Maryanne Newton 
DPA President                                                                    

                              Events 2021                                                                                                          

General meeting dates  

Tuesday 31 August.       General Meeting [Zoom] 
Tuesday 30 November   General Meeting  

For details on events in 
2021;https://www.dpa.org.au/events-calendar/ 

 

 

President’s Report 
 

As the wattles are bursting into bloom and spring 

approaches, the DPA is focusing on how we can 

recommence DPA activities including delivering 

events, undertaking new projects, building 

partnerships and supporting the DCMC with 

planning for the ongoing management of the 

Darebin Parklands and the greater Darebin Creek 

Corridor. While our activities and ambitions have 

been tempered by the continuing restrictions 

introduced to slow the spread of COVID-19, it is 

lovely to see so many people getting out and 

enjoying the Parklands.  

The importance of the Parklands to the community, 

increasingly so during these lockdowns, was 

beautifully illustrated by DPA member Nicole van 

Dijk’s exhibition Saviour. The exhibition was, quite 

aptly, held at the Gleeson Centre, with a 

percentage of the proceeds from the sale of the 

artworks donated to us. Visiting this exhibition was, 

for me, a highlight of a very quiet winter.  

Two very successful DPA events have been held 

between recent lockdowns. The amphitheatre was 

the ideal location for the hugely successful Junior 

Rangers archery event, under the supervision of 

Rob McKenzie, Master Bowman from the Kew City 

Bowmen. It was fantastic to watch the calm focus 

and concentration of the Junior Rangers and to 

hear the parents expressing their delight in prising 

their children away from their screens and into the 

fresh air. Thanks again to Maree Trentin for 

organising this.See report p4 

 The late winter sun and a beautiful day attracted a 

COVIDSafe crowd to the Park Care Day to 

maintain and enhance Zeroland, held in late June, 

and a great day was enjoyed by all thanks to the 

skills of Ranger Kate.See p4 for more photos. The 

July/August Park Care Day at Mt Puffalo had to be 

postponed twice due to lockdowns 
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Currently Kate and I are limited in our duties due to 

work restrictions so at present we are not allowed to 

plant as it is not.allowed under Covid restrictions. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What’s in a Name                                        

Colloquial Names at Darebin Parklands 

Since we are all stuck in lockdown, I thought it might 

be fun and useful to explain some of the informal 

names of certain areas in the parklands. At the last 

DPA committee it was suggested that people would 

be interested how these sites were named and by 

who and why. 

                         Snake Grass 

 
Snake grass-nhome for  indegenous plants 

The Snake grass site back in the day (late 1980’s) 

was covered completely by Chilean Needle Grass, 

Briar rose & blackberry so much so that we didn’t 

know there were rocks underneath all the weeds.  

We hired a tractor slasher to slash all the grass back 

but soon discovered it couldn’t be mowed, so we set 

fire to the site. The fire exposed all the rocks and all 

the little lizards that lived around them. We applied 

for a grant in 1992 to revegetate the site with native 

grasses. On the grant application that Ranger 

Wayne Carlson wrote up he named it ‘The Snake 

Grass Project’. The name just stuck from that time. 

 

 

 

 

News from the ranger in charge 

Hi members, 

. As you can imagine the parklands is very popular 

during these lockdowns and it can be challenging to 

undertake certain duties due to the number of 

people in the parklands.  

It is rewarding to see so many people enjoying the 

park as a place to survive these lockdowns although 

some of the activities in the park have been a little 

destructive. No matter we can fix it all up in the next 

few months once the lockdown ends. 

We really miss having DPA Parkcare days! Luckily, 

we managed to get two in this year. They seem like 

years ago to us here with the first in May at Mt 

Puffalo, and the second in Zeroland on June 27th 

(pictured below).Getting all those grasses in the 

ground was sensational with Kate and I very grateful 

for the wonderful support on the day as always.See 

Junior Ranger page for more details/photos 

 

Unfortunately, all Parkcare days since have had to 

be postponed and that leaves us with lots of plants 

sitting in our nursery alongside last years batch that 

we couldn’t plant due to similar restrictions and 

lockdowns.                                                              

Hopefully we can get one more Parkcare day in as a 

spring planting and get the Thursday crew along to 

help get the plants in the ground.                     

                                                                 
Pete’s page 



 

 

 
Zeroland: before and after DPA Park care days                        

                      Pobblebonk                                                                                                                          
In 2007 the Parklands received a ward grant of 
$16,000 from the Griffin Ward from Banyule Council. 
The project was to design a wetland to polish 
stormwater and catch litter coming off Salisbury 
Avenue just before Darebin Creek. 

     
Pobblebonk Pond -frog country                                                

The site was originally called the boringly ‘The 
Railway floodplain’. When the wetland was 
completed the first frog, we heard was the ‘Bonk’ of a 
Banjo frog otherwise known as the Pobblebonk frog. 
So, the wetland became known as Pobblebonk 
Pond to distinguish it from all the other wetlands in 
the park. The site including the floodplain has just 
become known Pobblebonk today. We hope you 
guys are coping with the lockdown and we look 
forward to catching up with our DPA friends who do 
so much for our beautiful Parklands and we can 
hopefully have a Parkcare day soon.         

        See you in the Park.   Peter Wiltshire 

Pete’s page 
[continued] 

                          

                             Mt Puffalo                                                                             
My parents nicknamed me Puff when I was a toddler 

from a TV ad character called Corn-puff Pete, (I don’t 

remember the ad). 

Of course, as result of ma and pa I have since been 

known as Puff from school days to now by my 

friends and family.  My closest mates have always 

referred to the parklands as Puff County when 

asking me how my job is going.  

When I built the mound on the tip site in 1999, the 

Council were furious because I had constructed it 

without a planning permit. The highest point in 

Alphington created without their knowledge, they 

were not amused! It was very stressful at the time 

and due to the Council threats of funding cuts I 

would talk to my friends about it over a beer on 

weekends. One of my mates, Glenn who’d never 

been to the park before popped in from SA 

unannounced to say hello. He asked me in front of 

the other DCMC staff “Aye Puff, where’s this Mt 

Puffalo you built that’s causing you all this grief?” 

The other Rangers & DCMC staff laughed at my 

small mound being called mountain and from then 

onwards It was referred to as Mt Puffalo, as the 

name stuck thanks to their their constant use of it.  

                             Zeroland                                                                              
We named Zeroland on a children’s map we made 

in 1991 because nothing ever significant had ever 

happened at the site, and the public never seem to 

use it and we didn’t know what to do with it. 

The rangers continually referred to the site as 

Zeroland over the years even though the name is no 

longer was relevant to the site. The site housed the 

leachate irrigation system and with the DPA’s help 

become as extension of Snake Grass as a part of 

the targeted 25% reduction of mowing sites at 

Darebin Parklands. 

 



 

 

 
  

 

Archery in the Amphitheatre  
Archery in the Amphitheatre provided paricipants 
with a professional  archery lesson 

 

A dozen enthusiastic children attended tthe day with 
their parents 
The event was run by Rob McKenzie, who is a 
Master Bowman from Kew City Bowman adjacent 
to Hayes Paddock if anyone missed out on a place 
or wanted to follow up and develop their skills further.  
 

 
          Archery under the guidance of  a careful eye 

 
After the safety briefing participants were supplied 
with their arrows and took aim. Over the period of the 
session you could see the children's skills improving 
as the arrows of most lodged closer and closer to the 
golden bullseye                                                                                                              

To keep the enthusiasm going, as retracting the 
bow is tiring, balloons filled with a couple of lollies 
were    attached to the target to help the 
youngsters maintain focus and enthusiasm.             
All the balloons were popped by the end of the 
lesson and the spoils collected at the arrow pick up.  
Many Thanks to Rob and Erica for their Expert 
Archery 

 

Keep an eye out on our new website and facebook 
page for updates in 2021 :https://www.dpa.org             
------------------------------------------------------------             

Park Care Day: Zeroland 

Hundreds of grasses planted - fantastic attendance 
and a beaut non -Covid sunny day. Thanks to all 
who attended and to Kate and Pete for the high end 
organisatioinal skills which made the experience 
educational and fun. Photos by Alice Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Up and 

down the creek  

Report of the Darebin Creek Management 
Committee  

Darebin Creek Education Program 

                                
The students did a pretty good job at planting around 
300 plants. 
.Alphington Primary 
In May around 60 Year 4 students from Alphington 
Primary School met DCMC staff at the Darebin 
Parklands to investigate how different human activities 
cause erosion and the effect of events such as floods 
and extreme weather on landscapes. 
 
Wildlife warriors 
The Darebin Wildlife Warriors program is an 
environmental and nature play program being run by the 
Friends of Darebin Creek in Thornbury. The program, 
which kicked off recently, consists of eight fortnightly 
Saturday mornings. Kids involved have been absorbed 
in nature play. Activities include: mud kitchen, cubby 
building, bush skills and tree/rock climbing. 
 

 

REPS planting at 
Kingsbury site 
(pictured) 
Reservoir East 
Primary school 
students were 
involved in a planting 
morning at one of the 
Kingsbury Reach 4 
revegetation sites in 
mid-June. With help 
from Friends 
volunteers, DCMC 
staff and REPS 
teachers.                                

 
Water testing at the Darebin Parklands  
There is an opportunity for the Thursday Crew to do 
some water monitoring at the Dog Ford to 
contribute to data on Darebin Creek water health. It 
would be once per month, and could be something 
different to do along with the usual activities. There 
will be Waterwatch training in November at the 
Gleeson Centre – date yet to be confirmed. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

DCMC Coordination report 
 
The Wurundjeri Narrap team having carried out the 
first cultural burn of the Nangak Tamboree project 
in May have been busy undertaking extensive 
weed control at the site.  The focus has been on 
woody weeds but will shift to weedy grasses in 
preparation for some Spring burns. 
 
A Darebin Creek Valley planning workshop was 
undertaken in July with the assistance of Bush 
Heritage facilitators.  The workshop which was 
barely snuck in before re-entering the previous 
lockdown, was well attended with representatives 
from each of DCMC members, Wurundjeri Woi-
wurrung and key stakeholders Melbourne Water 
and Yarra Valley Water.  The work completed will 
underpin the strategic direction for collaborators 
over the next ten years. 
 
DCMC assisted in the FoDC Reach four 
connectivity project, planting more than 2,500 
indigenous plants over May-July along the riparian 
corridor from Plenty road to Chenies street and a 
larger planting on the upper banks at Dunne Street.  
The Dunne Street planting was well attended with 
over 90 people enjoying planting, waterbug and Iuk 
(eel) making activities before enjoying a 
complementary lunch at the Kingsbury bowls club. 
Unfortunately, with the ongoing lockdowns, some of 
our community creek care events have had to be 
cancelled at Mckimmies Road, Maserati Park and 
Quarry Hills.  The plantings at Mckimmies road 
have been completed and the Maserati Park 
plantings will be in early Spring but without 
community support.  Planning is underway to 
support the establishment of a Friends of Quarry 
Hills group but has been put on hold for the time 
being. 
Some community activities are able to proceed 
while complying with restrictions such as the FoDC 
Weed Watch program using Inaturalist to identify 
priority weeds in the Darebin Creek Valley and 
Spring Bird Watching.  More details on these will be 
provided through the DCMC website and Instagram 
over the coming weeks. 
 

Danny Reddan Coordinator.                      
Darebin Creek Management Committee 

 

 

 

Tom and Rachel 
from Banyule 
Bushcrew worked 
with DCMC staff to 
install a small 
number of new 
nestboxes at the end 
of Blake St, 
Reservoir. Looking 
forward to further 
cooperation with 
Banyule and Darebin 
Bushcrews with this 
worthy project, and 
hopefully getting the 
community involved 
in monitoring the 
nestboxes. 
 
 

 


